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GLOSSARY

Accident reporis - The stae
police and local sheriffs (ile acci-
dent repores with the state
Bureau of Traffic Safery, a divi-
sicn of the Hlinois Deparement
of Transporration (IDOT).
Using these figutes, accident rates
are tabulated annually for all
rozdways,

Clean Air Act - Originally passed
in 1970, the federat Clean Air
Act Amendments of 1990 require
thec highway construction
impacr studies and plans assess
the effects of increasing traffic
volume on air qualiey. The Act
states that air quality within a
region may net be degraded due
to transportation. Highway plan-
ners must take steps to mirigare
cffects on overll air quality.

Endangered species consulration
process - The [llinois
Endangered Species Protection
Act Amendments of 1983 require
state and local units of govern-
ment to consulr with the Tllinais
Deparement of Canservation
(IDOC), Natural Heritage
Division, on the existence of or
potential harm o any threatened
or endangered wildlife species in
projects requiring scate or local
government appzoval andfor
funding.

Projects can range from local
zaning decisions to state highway
construction projects, In addi-
tion, Gavernor Thompson issued
Executive Order Ne.7 in 1986
requiring char managers of all
capital projects for exceutive
agencics consule with IDOC.
The executive order extended
protection to Illineis Narural
Area Inventory sices. Individuals
wishing to consult with IDOC
may call (217) 785-8290.

Endangered Species Protection
Act of Illineis - This state law
passed in 1972 protects endan-
gered and chreatened plant and
animal wildlife species in llinois
from being harmed or killed.
Endangered species are these in
danger of extincrion asa breed-

ing species in [llinois. Threatened
species are those which may
become endangered wichin the
foreseeable furure, The federal
governmene also designares
threatened and endangered
wildlife species nationally under a
+ similar law passed in 1973,

Engineering location design
study - As part of the studies car-
ried our in Phase [ of construe-
tion planning, IDOT develops
alrernative highway afignments
based on numerous biological
and rechnical studics as well as
the environmental impacr stace-
ment. Specifically, decisions are
made regardirig where the high-
way will be Jocared and whar ic
will actually look like.

Environmental impact state-
ment - The EIS is a disclosure
required by rhe federal 1969
Nariena! Environmental Policy
Act of the plans that the Federal
Highway Administratien
(FHYWA} has for highway con-
struction and the impacts on the
human and natural environment,
It requires socio-cconomic and
environmental impace analyses
and is carried out in randem with
the enginecring location design
study.

Environmeneal issues - To pro-
duce an environmeneal impace
starement IDOT must carry out
an inquiry process with the pub-
lic for idenrifying effects on agri-
culture, air qualicy, archacalogy
and historic resources, hazardous
waste sreas, nacive plant commu-
nities, Natural Area Invenrory
sites and dedicated Nature
Preserves, noise levels, surface
and groundwarer qualicy, threac-
ened and endangered species,
wetlands and ocher land
resources, wildlifc and any other

areas idenrified locally. .

z

Expressway - A highway that has
four lanes or more, intersections
where two roads cross and eraffic
signals or stop signs are used 1
conrrol access (partial-access con-
trof). Thus, vehicles move direct-
Iy into travel Janes ax intersec-
tions,

FHWA - The Federal Highway
Administration carries our the
oversight of many stase and local
highway programs, It administers
fanding for certain projects and
approves all environmental docu-
ments for highway construction
as wel! as environmental impact
statements and location design
studies for interstare highways.
FHWA maintains a regional
office in. Homewoed, IL, and a
division office in Springfield, IL,

Freeway - A four-lane or more
full-access conirol highway with
ramps a¢ interchanges for encer-
ing or leaving the roadway.
Overpasses or underpasses are
used to allow intersecting high-
ways to by-pass the voadway,
Considered the safest of highway
designs, on-coming traffic never
meets from either side as aran
intersection, Interstate highways
are freeways,

Full-access control - A type of
construction used to limit access
10 a roadway ra interchanges
with on and off ramps. This type
of access is considered the safest
of vehicular travel corridors
because rraffic never meets in any
direction,

Highway development phases -
IDOT has theee phases for high-
way praject development; Phase T
Planning in which the environ-
mental impact staternent and the
engineering loeation design srudy
are prepared; Phase I1
Development of Contract Plans
in which specifications for the
highway design are prepared fora
construction conrractor and land
is acquired; and Phase [1I
Consrruction in which the high-
way is builr,

IDOT - The llinois Department
of Transporraricn assesses needs
for, carries our and supervises
highway conscruction statewide,
as well as planning, analysis,
design, land acquisition, opera-
tion and maintenance, IDOT
completes abour 50 percent of
highway planning and design
studies internally with the bal-
ance heing contracted o quali-
fied engineering design firms,

InterJ:hange - A type of construc-
tion used ro allow the crossing of
wo raadways at different cleva-
tions. The roadways are intercon-
nected by one-way directional
ramps. Safer than an incersection,
an interchange removes the
potential conflicr of intersecring
traffic where roadways crass.

Intersection - The point ac
which two different roadways
meet at the same elevation, or
“at-grade,” All major highways
exeept freeways have inrersecrions
controlled with scop signs or sig-
nals, Intersecrions are considered
mote hazardous than inter-
changes,

ISTEA - The 1991 Intermodal
Surface Transportation Efficiency
Act was a reaurhorization of the
Surface Transportation Act to
provide funding for highway
construction natienally for six
years. It required that highway
planners rake local air quality
inro account. It also allowed
funding for alternative modes of
transporration to automabiles
such as bikeways and pedestrian
corridors. Funding for che T1S.
Re. 20 corridor studies was part
of this Act.

NEPA - The National
Environmental Policy Act of
1969 requites federal apencies to
assess the socio-cconomic and
environmenal impacts of their
actions. Thus, any highway con-
struction project funded through
the Federal Highway Admini-
strarion must comply with its
requirements.

Partial-access control - A type of
construction that only partially
limits access to a roadway. Most
entry points are ar intersections
but some may be at interchanges.
This type of roadway is consid-
ered safer than an uncontrolled
highway but not as safe as a full-
access control highway. Express-
ways are partial-access control
highways. Freeways are full-
access contral highways,

Projected traffic volumes -
IDOT collects wraffic volume

data throughour the stace as well
as land use and economic devel-
opment data to assure that high-
ways are designed to handle pro-
jected volumes 20 years hence.
Measurements called average
dnily traffic (ADT) are wken to
determine daily traffic volumes
on an average yeas-round basis.

In addirion, measurements cafled
design honrly valume (DHV) are
taken so that highways can be
builc for peak loads of rffic and
to determine the number of wrn-
ing lanes and craffic signals that
will be needed 20 years hence.
This dara is also used to deter-
mine the make-up of rraffic like
the percentage of cars and trucks
of different sizes and o gauge the
number of curning movements at
intersections.

Socic-economic issues - To pro-
duce an environmental impact
statement [DOT must carry out
an inquiry process with the pub-
lic for identifying impacts on
agriculture, local business, com-
munity services, economic devel-
opment, neighborhood reloca-
tion, tourism and the local tax
base (from land taken for a high-
way and thus off the tax ralls).

System continuity - Highway
planners look to upgrade seg-
ments of highway that are con-
nected on both sides to a higher
classification of roadway. For
exampte, upgrading Rt.20 o a
four-lane freeway from Freeport
to Galena would complete che
four-lanc sysrem continuity from
Chicago chrough Jawa 1o
Nebraska.

Traffic volume - IDCT uses
computerized, electronic traffic
counters as well as manual |
counts, usually at intersections,

to record craffic volumes. The
dara is used to determine if use of
the highway is too great for its

capaciry.
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